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Using the Guthrie ‘Autosomal Match Log’
Collect your matches’ Guthrie ancestry, compare their family lines, and look for clues worth following. Start with a few matches and add more as you go. The Excel log is your working record; this guide explains how to use it.
A few facts to keep in mind
A shared surname does not establish shared Guthrie ancestry or identify the source of shared DNA. Other ancestors, overlapping communities and migration routes may explain a match. Distant cousins may have few or no displayed shared matches. A missing connection is not proof against a relationship.
Look for recurring ancestral couples, places, common matches and, where available, shared segments. A concentration in one Guthrie Family Group (GFG) is a lead to investigate. Count distinct family branches as well as people; several close relatives do not provide independent lines of evidence.
Find the match and their ancestry
Sign in to the testing company, open the tester’s DNA match list, and search ancestral surnames for Guthrie and spelling variants such as Guthry or Guthrey. Open a match’s details and linked tree. Record the shared cM (a measure of shared DNA), relationship shown and useful shared matches. Use the company’s help center if a feature is unfamiliar.
Trace the match through each generation to their earliest proven Guthrie ancestor. Include spouses, birth/death dates and places where known. Mark uncertain links. If the tree is missing, private or too short, ask the match for their earliest proven Guthrie ancestor and connecting lineage. Record contact dates and replies; some people will not respond.
Compare the Guthrie Research Tree
Open the Guthrie Research Tree access page and follow its access instructions. If needed, ask Ann for a guest invitation. Search the ancestor or their spouse, compare dates and places, then follow the ancestry in horizontal tree view.
Copy the exact published GFG, subgroup and branch. If a located lineage’s ancestry path does not lead back to a GFG icon, it is officially Ungrouped. Record its earliest ancestor or couple and location so that different ungrouped families remain distinguishable.
Ungrouped may mean a thoroughly researched line without Y-DNA representation, a line needing research, or one with a promising theory. Keep proposed placements in notes pending Y-DNA evidence. If the line is unlocated, inaccessible or unchecked, record that uncertainty instead. Group and country headings organize the tree; they are not ancestors.
Group labels developed over time, and new evidence can change placements. Some subgroups reflect adoption or Y-DNA that differs from the primary group. Keep labels such as GFG2C exactly as published, date your check, and consult the Guthrie Family Group pages or Ann when the history is unclear.


Complete the Excel log
Save a working copy for each tester and testing company. Fill in the two pale-gold fields at the top. Enter one match per row on Match log; the separate Examples tab contains fictional illustrations. The 300 prepared rows can be extended as needed.
	Col.
	Field
	What to enter

	A
	Guthrie search variant
	Spelling used to find the match. Record the person once if several searches find them.

	B–C
	# and Guthrie matches
	Keep the prefilled # as the person’s fixed ID. Enter their name or alias in C.

	D–E
	Relationship and cM
	Label the relationship as company-predicted or documented. Enter total cM as shown; leave unavailable figures blank.

	F
	Chromosome browser
	Optional segment observations or a link to saved details. Identify X separately. Say “triangulated” only when verified by the tool.

	G
	Guthrie matches in common
	List other entry IDs, such as 12, 27. Otherwise use “No shared matches displayed,” “Not checked” or “Tool unavailable.”

	H
	Guthrie Family Group
	Exact GFG, subgroup and branch; or Ungrouped plus ancestor/couple and place. Use “Not yet established” when unresolved.

	I
	Guthrie ancestry
	Match to earliest proven Guthrie, generation by generation, with spouses, dates and places. Label multiple paths Line 1, Line 2.

	J
	Common ancestor and notes
	Ancestor shared with the tester, if known; label theories. Add regional clues, alternative ancestry, adoption, sources and next steps.

	K–L
	Tree links
	K: match’s tree. L: corresponding Research Tree ancestor profile. These allow you or Ann to revisit the evidence.

	M–N
	Status and date checked
	Choose the current review/contact status; enter the date. “Compared” means the tree comparison is done, not that the DNA connection is proven.


Working in Excel Use the header arrows to sort or filter complete rows; never sort a single column separately. Keep IDs unchanged so references in G remain valid. Double-click a row’s lower boundary to fit longer text. To add rows, press Tab in the table’s final cell and assign new, unused IDs.
Work together Ask willing cousins to compare trees and check their own match lists for people missing from your shared-match view, including matches below 20 cM. Shared-match lists are not segment triangulation. Record what each person actually finds, and keep living people’s details private.
If you get stuck, contact Ann privately with your question, your Guthrie line and the relevant entry IDs. Include what you have tried and identify any known autosomal or Y-DNA testers in the line for the Research Tree. Ask how to send your log.
Help with company tools
Ancestry matches  •  Ancestry shared matches  •  FamilyTreeDNA Family Finder  •  MyHeritage match review
For more depth: Roberta Estes, The Complete Guide to FamilyTreeDNA. Features and access can change; consult the company’s current help center.
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